be developed for the majority of definitions and statements about end-of-life practices" and that these statements and definitions could be used in achieving universal standards of practice for end-of-life care. It was also suggested that statements where consensus was not reached, identified important areas for future research [1] .
Integration, into their own sphere of influence, of worldwide accepted principles of care for the critical ill patient, represents a major objective for critical care specialists from Central and Eastern European. The JCCM will endeavor to provide the necessary scientific support to achieve this goal, concomitant with providing an efficient forum allowing the dissemination of knowledge and expertise together with the development of further research, in this key field of medicine.
One of the main goals of any medical journal is to contribute to the evidence base necessary to improve medical practice [2] . As a measure of social responsibility, the JCCM will stimulate publication of research that could be easily translated into current practice, and so doing will contribute to improved outcomes for critically-ill patients. Undoubtable, achieving these improvements represents an extremely difficult task. Not only does it entail a complex and multidisciplinary approach but also a high level of expertise in various different medical specialties. Covering different topics of medicine, ranging from pre-clinical to clinical studies and having the objective to publish the most recent advances in the field of research related to critical care medicine, the journal will promote the most up-to-date understanding of different pathophysiological mechanisms involved in the progression of disease together with the most contemporary accepted treatment of the critically ill.
